ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION, IRELAND. 



REPORT of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, for the Year 
ending 1 August 1835. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY CONSTANTINE HENRY EARL OF MULGRAVE, 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

W E, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and cor- 
porate seal are hereunto annexed, do beg leave, pursuant to the provisions 
contained in the Act 3 Sc 4 Will. IV. c. 37, to report to your Excellency the 
several proceedings of the Commissioners for the year ending the 1st day of 
August 1835. 

The attention of the Commissioners within the above period has been occupied 
principally in, 

First. 1?he examination of the items and sums of money required by the 
Estimates for providing tilings necessary for the celebration of Divine Service in 
the several Parishes in Ireland. 

Second. The investigation of outstanding claims on account of the Vestry Cess 
for the year 1833, and of arrears of Cess for preceding years. 

Third. The examination of the Estimates furnished by the provincial architects 
for the repairs of Churches and Chapels. 

Fourth. The sale of Perpetuities. 

Fifth. Demising and setting the See-houses, and Mensal or Demesne Lands of 
or belonging to the Bishoprics, the temporalities of which have become vested 
in the Commissioners. 

Sixth. The suspension of the appointments of Clerks to such Benefices ■ as 
became vacant witliin the year, and in which Divine Worship had not been 
celebrated for the three years next preceding February 1833. 

And Seventh. In the several other important matters in connexion with the- 
execution of the trusts reposed in them. 

1st. With respect to the items, and sums of money required by tlie Estimates 
for providing things necessary for the celebration of Divine Service in each 
Church and Chapel for the yoar commencing at Easter 1834, we have to repoit 
to your Excellency that the Estimates furnished by the respective incumbents 
underwent a careful examination, both as to the nature of the items and the 
amount of the sums demanded for each specific purpose ; and after the expivation^ 
of six months from Easter 1834, the Commissioners, for the accommodation oi 
the parties concerned, directed that payment should be made of a moiety oi all 
clerk’s and sexton’s salaries, and of such other sums as were demanded for pur- 
poses connected with the celebration of Divine Service, and that the remaining 
moiety should be discharged upon the termination of the year at Easter last, 
which payments were made accordingly. The monies issued for such purposes 
within the period, amounted, ^ per the annexed account, to the sum oi 
29,816?. 25. id.-, but it is to be observed, that owing to the delay which took 
place on the part of several of the parishes, in fm-nishing the infornmtion 
, required by the Commissioners previously to the Accounts of each parish benjg 
closed on the 1st instant, the payments under this head were not all completed 
within the year. _ fr <• 

2d. The investigation of the claims outstanding on account of Vestry Cess lor 
the year 1833, and of arrears of Cess for preceding years, has been proceeded 
with; and although the Commissioners cannot report that all demands on this 
account are finally closed, yet claims to the amount of 1 0,268 1. 13 s. have been 
admitted and discharged within the year, thereby making the total expenditure 
incurred under this liead, since the opening of the Commission, amount tc 
46,259?. 6 s. lOt?. The "way in which this expenditure has been met was, 
in the first instance, by an advance to the amount of 46,000 ?., made by the 
Government for that purpose ; and this has been since repaid from any out o a 
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|)nrtion of 100 , 000 /. which tlie Commissioners of Public Works were authorized 
t ) ndvaiice to the Ecclesinstical Commissioners in the wav of loan, under the Act 
-t 6c 3 ^\'ill. IV. c. 00. 



One of the most onerous and important duties which have engao-ed the atten- 
ti'iii of the Commissioners, was that connected with the repair of Churches and 
(,'liapels. The proHncial architects having been employed in their respective 
provinces in inspecting and reporting upon the nature and extent of the Wpairs 
of such Churches as appeared to be in the greatest need of repair, and in fur- 
nishing detailed Estimates of such repairs as they recommended to be imme- 
diately executed, detailed Estimates were accordingly furnished by them, and 
have been carefully examined ; but as the state of the Commissioners’ funds 
only admitted of a selection being made of the most pressing cases, and as delay 
only increased the evil, they deemed it prudent and indispensable to enter into 
engagements to the amount of 75,000 /., of which sum 21,000/. was reserved and 
set apart from and out of their general fund ; and the residue of the imappro- 
{iriuted 100 , 000 /., which the Commissioners of Public Works are authorized to 
advance, was made applicable to this purpose, the Commissioners having received 
an assurance that the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, with tfe consent 
of the Lords of the Treasury, would advance tlie same when recpiired. 

To the 1st instant an expenditure of 11,336 /. 8 s. Qd. was incurred in the 
partial execution of these repairs, leaving engagements to the amount of 
03,063 /. 11s. 6 d. outstanding on that day ; but it is to be observed, that in the 
engiigements entered into provision had not been made for the repairs of the 
greater portion of tlie Churches throughout Ireland. 

And w’e have to report under the head of Incidental Repairs of Churches which 
sustained injury by reason of any unforeseen event, an expenditure to the amount 
of 447/. l.js. 8</. 

_ The Commissioners have also to state that applications have been received for 
aid, not only for the enlargement of several Churches where the accommodation 
has been reported to be quite insufficient for the respective cono-regations, but 
also for the rebuilding or erection of Sixty Churches; and in many of these appli- 
cations the parties liave expressed their willingness to contribute sums, varyino- 
m amount from 60 /. to 600 /. Several of these appeared to be so pressin°‘/tli^ 
the Commissioners have been induced to direct a special memorandiim^to be 
taken of the cases, in order that as soon as they have any funds available for' 
such purpose, the wants of the parties may be provided for. 

W e regret to state that some Churches have been reported to us as having 
sustained malicious and wanton injuries within the year, and in such of these 
cases as the amount of injury was sufficient to justify the e.xpense necessaiy to be 
incurred, the Commissioners have, under the provisions of the statute, applied to 
the Grand Junes of the respective counties in which the Churches were situated 
tor compensation, to be levied by Presentments; and this course they have 
pursued, not so much for purposes of revenue, as to deter from the repetition of 
such ortences, ^ 



4th. In what relates to the sale of Perpetuities, w^e have to report that 164 
app ications were received within tlie year, thereby making the total number of 
applications received since the establishment of the Commission amount to 270 
Jn 116 cases the terms of purchase have been declared by the Board in addition 
to those mentioned in our last annual Report, and a sum amounting to 
80,oo2i 19 s. 10 1 d. 1ms been received within the year on account of Perpetui- 
ties. _ Ihree of the applicants have declined to complete their purchases, and in 
tw-o instances arbitrations were demanded, the tenants liaving expressed them- 
selves dissatisfied with the amount of purchase-money as declared by the Com- 
missioners, in one of which the arbitration was proceeded with, but the award 
not being satisfactory to the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council the purchase 
was not concluded. ^ 

The Commissioners having obtained surveys and valuations of the Mensal and 
emesne Lands of the sees of Clonfert and Killalla, these premises were adverti.sed 
to be let, and it appearing that the proposals received from John Eyre Trench 
Esq. for the m^sion-house and demesne lands of Clonfert, and fvom Waite 
Esq., for the mansion-house and a part of the demesne lands o 
Riilalla, were in every respect the most eligible, and his Excellency the Lor< 
Lieutenant having approved of the terms proposed by these parties, the premise- 
have been demised to them respectively, both having fined down their rents to a 

considerablf 
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considerable araount. The ' subsequent proposal of Mr. Thomas Kirkwood' for 
the residue of the raensal lands of Kiilalla has also been accepted by the Com- 
missioners, and been approved by your Excellenc 3 ^ 

The timber p-owing upon the lands of Clonfert has also been valued at a sum 
of 1,491 which the tenant has agreed to pay in five annual instalments. On 
the lands of Kiilalla it did not appear that there was any timber to be valued at 
the time of making the demise aforesaid. 

Similar proceedings have also been taken in regard to a survey and valuation 
of the see-house, andmensalahd demesne lauds of Waterford; these, however, 
will hereafter become the property of his Grace the Archbishop of Cashel, as, 
under the provisions of the Act, his Grace has elected the see-house of Water- 
ford, with the mensal 'and demesne lands thereunto belonging, to be the future 
residence of the Bishops of the united dioceses, and his Grace will surrender the 
see-house of Cashel, and a portion of the lands thereto belonging, equivalent to 
the mensal and demesne lands of Waterford. 

Since the date of our last Report the temporalities of the sees of Raplioe and 
of Ossory have respectively become vested in the Commissioners, with the 
exception of the see-house and mensal and demesne lands of Ossory, which are 
made by the Act of Parliament the future residence of the Bishops of the united 
sees of Ferns, Leighlin and Ossory, and in lieu whereof it is provided that the 
see-house, and the mensal and demesne lands of Ferns and of Leighlin shall vest 
in the Commissioners. 

A valuation and survey accordingly of the mensal and demesne lands, as well 
of the see of Raphoe as of those of Ferns and Leighlin, are nowin course of being 
made by competent persons, and the Commissioners hope soon to be able to give 
public notice, that they are ready to receive proposals for the letting and 
demising the see-houses and mensal and demesne lands belonging to the sees of 
Cashel, Raphoe and Ferns. 

On the temporalities of the sees of Waterford, Clonfert, Kiilalla, Raphoe and 
Ossory vesting in the Commissioners, they have become chargeable to the repre- 
sentatives of the late Bishops with the payment of certain monies expended, 
under Certificates, on tlie building or improvement of the see-houses belonging to 
those sees respectively; but each Bishop was liable, on account of any dilapi- 
dations incurred during his incumbency, the Commissioners, as successors to 
each of those Bishops have taken the necessary steps, to sue and obtain Commis- 
sions of Dilapidations to enable them to recover such sums of money as were 
•proper on account thereof. 

The income derived by the Commissioners from tire see-estates of Waterford, 
Clonfert and Kiilalla, within the period, amounted to the sum of 6,900 /. 125. Ad., 
as will appear by the annexed Account, no available income having arisen within 
the period from the revenues of the other sees, which have but lately vested in 
the Commissioners. 

Under the provision in the statute which enables the Commissioners to sus- 
pend the appointment of Clerks to benefices wherein Divine Worship had not 
been celebrated for the three years next preceding February 1833, we have to 
state that three benefices so circumstanced, as appeared bv the certificate of the 
Bishop, having become vacant within the year without naying either Church, 
glebe-house or glebe, namely, the benefice of Dunbyn, in the diocese of Armagh, 
of the annual value of 200 Z., and the benefices of Erry and Killte^an, both 
situate in the diocese of Cashel, the former of the annual value of 77 Z. 1 s. 1 d., 
and the latter of the annual value of 320Z. ; and in each of these cases the Com- 
missioners, with the consent of the respective diocesans, who, in these instances 
were members of the Board, have suspended the appointment of a clerk, and the 
spiritual duties have been committed to the care of curates of adjoining parishes, 
nominated by the respective ordinaries, arid at stipends fixed by the Board. 

The Archbishop of Cashel has, however, reported to the Commissioners that it 
would be extremely desirable that a Church should be erected in the benefice of 
EiTy, as it appears that not only there are 63 Protestants in that parish, but 86 
in the adjoining benefice of Ballysheehan, and no Church in the latter parish, or 
within a distance of four miles of the parishioners thereof ; the Commi^ioners, 
therefore, feel the necess^ of appropriating the residue of the profits and emolu- 
ments of the benefice of &ry to the purpose recommended by his Grace : at the 
same time, however, they cannot but regret that the means of effecting so desi- 
130. AS rable 
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ralAe an object appear very remote, as the whole tithes, emoluments and profits 
of this parish amount only to 77/. Is. Id., arising from tithe composition. 

In addition to the suspension of the appointment of clerks to these benefices, 
we have also to report that the anointment of an incumbent has been suspended 
in the case of the deanery of the Cathedral Church of Lismore, and in that of the 
ju’ecentorship of Elphin ; and in consequence of these suspensions the emoluments 
of both these dignities liave become vested in the Commissioners : but as these 
emoluments for the most part, as well as those of the other benefices already 
mentioned, arise from tithe compositions, but little a^-ailable income can be ex- 
pected from any of these sources until after the 1st of November next, at which 
time the tithe composition becomes payable. 

By tlie Returns of Promotions furnished by the respective diocesans on the 1 st 
of November 1834, and 1st of Blay 1835, it appears that 101 benefices have 
become vacant ; of these 37 only are liable to the tax, and the incumbents have 
been called upon to furnish Returns of Income, in order that the tax may be im- 
])osed as directed by the statists ; but owing to the difficulty which exists in the 
collection of tithe compositions, the Commissioner’s considered they were exer- 
cising a sound discretion in extending to the clergy, under their present circum- 
stances, the time of payment of this impost, under the provision to that effect con- 
tained in the statute ; and in consequence thereof they have received no more 
than 7 1. 5s. 7 d. on account of the tax : and vith respect to the instalments 
jmyable by the clergy on account of monies advanced by the Board of First Fruits 
for building glebe-houses, there has only been received Q,140/. 95. Qd., the 
same circumstances having induced the Commissioners to suspend legal proceed- 
ings for the recovery thereof. 

M e have frirtlier to report tliat from the representations made by some of the 
cuiutes sen-ing in impropriate parishes, that the stipends payable by the impro- 
priators have been withheld in some instances for a series of years, the Commis- 
sioners have been induced to institute proceedings against some of these 
defaulters ; and although these proceedings Iiave not as yet been attended with 
any beneficial effect, yet we have every reasonable expectation and hope that the 
Commissioners shall be enabled to support and protect the rights of tlie Curates 
ser\'ing in these cures. 

The Commissioners have not failed to bring under the notice of your Excel- 
lency and the Privy Council the case of the disappropriation of titlies and glebes 
from and out of each and every dignity that has become vacant j and although 
the present state of their own general funds does not enable them to report that 
any monies have been granted by them out of those funds in augmentation of 
Small Livings, yet they have the Ratification to acquaint your Excellency that by 
the disappropriations which have already been made, and by carrying into effect 
the provisions relating to Primate Boulter’s Bequest, they have been enabled in 
■22 instances where the incomes of the clergj^ did not amount to 100 Z. per 
aiinmn, to grant monies to the annual amount of 460 /. I6s., for the purpose of 
augmenting the incomes of such clergymen to 100 1. per annum out of Boulter’s 
Fimd. 

We beg leave to annex to this our annual Report an Account of all Receipts and 
Disbursements to the 1st instant, distinguishing the sources of income, and the 
amount of each, with an account of the purposes to which the same have been 
made applicable. 

All which we respectfully submit to the consideration of your Excellency. 

DUBLIN, 

(I- s.) RICHARD CASHEL, 

R. DERRY, 

CHARLES KILDARE, 

Board Room, No. (2, Kildare-street, Dublin, I FRANC, SADLEIR 

August tlie 13th, 1835. ; JOHN C. ERCK, ’ 

C. QUIN. 
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BY the Ecclesiastical CoHsussiONERS for /reZflHc?; 

AN ACCOUNT of all their Receipts and Disbursements for One Year, ending the istday of 
August 1835 ; distinguishing the Specific Sources from which all Monies have been*derived, and 
showing the Total Amount derived from each Source, and the Specific Purposes to which the 
Receipts have been applied. 



RECEIPTS: 

Balance, 1st August 1834 
Interest on Stock 

Produce of sale of 11,130^., Three-and-a-Half per Cent. Government Stock, to 
• meet engagements of the late Board of Pirst Fruits 

Glebe-House Loan Instalments - - - - - - - • • 

Arrears of Church Loan Instalments levied previous to the passing of the 
Church Temporalities Act - 
Waterford and Lisnrore See-Estate - - - - 

Clonfert and Kilmacduagh See-Estate. ....... 

Killalla and Achonry See-Estate - 

Ilaphoe See-Estate - .-.-------i 

Pine on the demise of the Mansion-house and Demesne of Killalla - - ' 

Ditto - - - ditto - - • ditto - -• Clonfert 

Cash from tie Bishop of Perry, under the provisions of the 54th section of the 

Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 

Tax on Benefices 

Atrears of First Fruits and Fees - - - 

Cash returned unapplied out of Payments issued on account of Vestry Assess- 
ments ■ 

Cash returned unapplied out of yearly Estimates ------ 

Cash returned by the Law Agents 

Cash returned for Printed Forms relating to the Perpetuity Purchase Fund, 
paid for in the Office 

Received from the Board of Works in Exchequer Bills, 14th February, under 
the provisions of the Act 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 90, s. 45 - 
Interest allowed by the Bank on Exchequer Bills ------ 

Perpetuity Purchase Fund 

£. 



£. s. d. 
7,685 11 n 
754 15 G 



10,99a 


5 


9 


2,140 


9 


9 


391 


5 


9 




10 


4 


366 14 


6 


3.760 




6 


1.613 


13 


1 


2,000 


— 


- 


2,000 


- 


- 


4,000 






7 


,5 


7 


277 


6 


1 


1^5 


18 


3 


379 


9 


7 


203 


8 


8 


32 


12 


- 


46,000 


_ 




15 


6 


8 


89.553 


>9 


10 


185,713 


1 


9 



DISBURSEMENTS: 

£■ 

Building Churches under Engagements of the late Board of First Fruits 7,024 
Building Glebe-houses under like Engagements - - _ ■ " 4 ®® 

Paid on account of Engagements of Board of. First Fruits - — — — 

Paid on account of Yearly Estimates of Expenses for Church purposes, for the 
Year ending Easter 1835, under the provisions of the 67th section of the 
Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37 - ' ■ 

Paid on account of extensive Repairs of Churches - . . . - - 

Paid on account of incidental Repairs of Churches 

Stipends under the Provisions of the 73d section of the Act - - ' 

On account of Vestry Assessments of 1833 and Arrears of ditto for 1831-32 - 
Portion of the Charge on the See-House of Killalla . . - - - 

Salaries 



Replaced the Sum advanced by Government for payment of Vestry Assessment 
of 1833, and Arrears of ditto for 1831-33 
Balance 1st August 1835 . - - 




£. s. 



7.424 - 



29,816 2 

11,336 8 
477 15 
970 - 
11,034 11 
880 2 




46,000 - 
65,460 4 



185.713 1 



7 
6 

8 



3 

10 

8 



3 

9 



(Errors Excepted.) 



Isaac D’Olier, 

Treasurer. 
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